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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the headings should not be 
underlined. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 3, 4, 10 and 1 1are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. In claims 3 and 10, the relative terminology "excellent hair quality" renders the 
claim indefinite because applicant has not disclosed a standard such that one skilled in 
the art would be apprised of the scope of the claim. 

5. In line 2 of claims 4 and 1 1 , "the hair treating device" lacks a prior antecedent 
basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 the disclosed invention is 
inoperative and therefore lacks utility. The device is inoperative because the claims 
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state that the " tube is fixed to said hair to be attached through heating under a 
temperature below 125 °C." The temperature range of "below 125 °C" consists of non- 
melting temperatures, including 0° C and below, at which the temperature of the heat 
shrinkable tube would not shrink. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 8-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gang (U.S. Patent No. 5,894,846). Gang discloses a hair attaching method which 
comprises fixing the hair on top of the clients head, taking a hair strand from the client's 
hair (16), inserting the free end of the hair into the joint sheath (12), and then inserting 
one end of the hair to be attached (18) into the joint sheath and heating the joint sheath 
with a heater (20) see Figure 1 (column 2, lines 20-25). Regarding claim 9, the hair to 
be attached is natural or artificial hair (column 2, lines 2-4). Regarding claim 12, the 
joint sheath is a soft heat shrinkable tube (column 3, lines 17-20). Regarding claim 14, 
the soft heat shrinkable tube is heated below a temperature of 125°C (column 3, lines 
22-23). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 1-5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gang in view of Tokko (U.S. Patent Application No. 2004/0173233 A1). Gang 
discloses the claimed invention except for the step of taking the hair to be attached and 
putting it into the joint sheath and heating the joint sheath, and then taking a strand of 
original hair that is not fixed and inserting it into the free end of the joint sheath. Tokko 
teaches having the hair to be attached (22) placed into joint sheath (21), and then taking 
the original hair (30) that is not fixed and inserting it into the free end of the joint sheath 
see Figure 2 (paragraph 0045). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to take the hair to be attached of Gang and putting it 
into the joint sheath and heating the joint sheath, and then taking a strand of original 
hair that is not fixed and inserting it into the free end of the joint sheath as taught by 
Tokko in order to make the process of hair extension easier and faster. 

12. Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gang. Gang discloses the claimed invention except for the soft heat shrinkable tube 
made of polyolefin. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the plastic tube of Gang of polyolefin since it 
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has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known 
material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design 
choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachel A. Running whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1917. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 




